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The Western Rising of 1685 was one
of the most dramatic periods of
English history. Ina short and intense
couple of weeks in the summer of
that year the Duke of Monmouth
landed at Lyme Regis, raised an
army, and attempted to take the
throne of England from his Uncle
King James Il. His hopes, and those
of his supporters, ended in bloody
defeat at the battle of Sedgemoor
near Westonzoyland in Somerset.
The bloody repression that followed
left its mark on the region that is still
remembered teday. Why did
Monmouth seek the throne, why the
westcountry and who supported him
are some of the questions addressed
in this brief account.




In 1660 King Charles II was crowned after a decade of rule by Cromwell when Britain
was a Republic. Superficially his reign was relaxed and 'colourful' to say the least but
under the surface there were many tensions. There were religious pressures as both
Catholic, at one extreme, and Non-conformist at the other pushed forward their
views on a largely Anglican population. There was tension between king and
parliament as each tried to make themselves the ultimate authority and bring the
other to heel. Finally the supporters of the Republic under the late Oliver Cromwell
were sfill plotting the removal of the king. All this did not bode well and throughout the
reign of Charles trouble and anguish came to the surface on numerous occasions. It
was only the king's diplomatic skills that 'kept the lid on the pot' as he played one off
againstthe other.

The big problem was that Charles had no legitimate heirs to the throne.

The result was that his brother, James, was the next in line of succession to the
throne should Charles die. The problem with this was that not only was James
autocratic and despised parliament he was also a Catholic.

Charles however had a number of illegitimate children and foremost amongst them
was James Scott, Duke of Monmouth. Monmouth was treated by Charles as his son,
living in court and accompanying the king as any royal son would. However the king,
under pressure from factions within this court, never recognised Monmouth as the
rightful successor. As well as being a gallant soldier with a charismatic personality
Monmouth was above all an avowed Protestant. As such he became the focus of
Protestant, republican, and any other faction opposed to the king and his successor
James.

Towards the end of Charles II reign both James and Monmouth collected supporters
around them and engaged in plots and activity designed to win over their case and
discredit the other. It got so bad that both for a time were exiled by Charles who got
pretty fed up with them.

The Succession

In February 1685 Charles II died. His brother James became James 1T and
Monmouth, discretion being the better part of valour, fled. James played it cool to
start with and the gentry and nobility, while being concerned about his Catholic anti
parliamentviews, had little to object to in his handling of the country.

Monmouth in the mean time, safe in Holland, became the focus for all opposition to
James. Around him he collected a mixed band of political opponents to James,
fanatical anti-Catholics, republicans and general adventurers. The pressure was on
to invade England and overthrow the Catholic James 11 and replace him with the
Protestant Monmouth (who if he has succeeded would also have been James I 1).




PERSONALITIES

Duke of Monmouth
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THE PLAN

Monmouth, reluctant but easily manipulated, agreed to the invasion. The plan was
that the Earl of Argyle, a Scot, would land in Scotland and draw the small army north.
Several weeks later Monmouth would land in the West Country. Lyme Regis was
chosen with care! It was close enough to Holland to minimise the risk of intervention
by the Royal Navy but far enough away from London to provide a delay before the
Royal Army, based in London, could intervene. Importantly Monmouth had met with
considerable supportin the area on one of his tours.

With the little money he had he purchased 1500 pikes and muskets, cavalry arms, 4
small cannon, powder and shot - not a lot for a plan to take over the country. He had
80 odd supporters who included the only nobleman to support him, Lord Grey of
Wark, various adventurers and European mercenaries. Most useful were
experienced officers from the Anglo-Scots brigade in Holland (Holland maintained 3
regiments of English and 3 regiments of Scots troops at their expense on the
understanding that they could be returned to Britain if the need arose). His funds just
raised enough to purchase 3 small ships.

The Landing

On 1st June 1685 Monmouth set sail from Holland and reached Lyme Regis in
Dorset (dueto adverse winds)onthe 11th. His ships were sighted by the mayor who
interestingly had just received a message from London saying Monmouth would land
at Lyme. William, Prince of Orange (the future William I11I),of the Dutch Republic and
nephew of James [l had been supplying his uncle with information about
Monmouth's intentions.

Almost before Monmouth landed messengers were on their way to London and
within 36 hours the king received news of the landing.

The Campaign.

Monmouth was faced with a problem. He needed to recruit and train his army and yet
he had to move. The longer he delayed the quicker the Royal Army would get into a
position to attack him. His plan was to march to Bristol and capture the then second
largest city in the kingdom which would provide him with much needed resources as
well as a psychological advantage. Rapidly unloading his ships he divided the
officers amongst the nucleus of five regiments of foot and started to train his men.

King James acted decisively. He mobilised the militia in the counties throughout the
kingdom and despatched Lord John Churchill, the future Duke of Marlborough, with
an advance force of some 200 cavalry and dragoons. Churchill's orders were to
harass and contain the rebellion. In overall command of the Royal Army was Lord
Feversham.

After a couple of days at Lyme Monmouth decided to launch a surprise attack on
Bridport where the Dorset militia were mustering. The rebels, marching at night fell
on the town and drove the militia back. In a confused fight the rebel leader, Col
Venner, was wounded and the rebel cavalry fled. A Major in the rebel army drew off
the foot in good order and marched back to Lyme. Although a minor skirmish it




THE PLAN

highlighted key factors to be repeated at more critical times later in the campaign: the
ability of the rebels to undertake complex night moves and rely on surprise; the very
mixed leadership of the rebels; the poor quality of the rebel cavalry but the real
fighting power of the foot.

By now the militia were closing in on him and converging on Axminster some miles to
the north of Lyme. Monmouth realising he had to move and intercept them. He
reached Axminster first, surprising the militia who refused to confront him, many
fleeing or deserting to his cause. Moving some 10 miles a day Monmouth moved his
army to Taunton which he entered to sense of great rejoicing. By now his army had
reached some 4,000 men. Pausing briefly at Taunton he began to march to his first
objective, Bristol.

The militia, although they could not face Monmouth in open battle, were sealing off
the rebellious area and preventing supporters from joining him. Equally important the
advance guard of the Royal Army under Churchill was harassing him and proving in
skirmishes that the rebels were, not surprisingly, no match for the Royal Army in a
direct fight.

Bristol was being fortified by the militia under the direction of Lord Feversham, so the
rebel plan was to side-slip to Keynsham, cross the river, and fall on Bristol from the
east. Moving to Keynsham they repaired a damaged bridge and crossed the river.
Bristol was within their grasp. However it began to rain and they re-crossed the river
to seek shelter in the town. During the night, by pure chance, elements of the royal
cavalry, acting aggressively, launched a surprise attack on the town leading to a
sharp fight in the streets. The material damage in this fight was negligible but it shook
Monmouth. At a council of war it was decided to move into Wiltshire and not attack
Bristol.

This was a fatal mistake. These events highlighted the strengths and weaknesses of
both armies. In the rebel army the indecisive and confused leadership the opposite to
King James who by now had elements of the Royal Army in action with infantry and
artillery converging on Westbury, their muster point. Again the Royal Army had
shown decisive leadership at the tactical level and that in a direct fight they were far
superior.

Moving towards Wiltshire, and pursued by elements of the Royal Army, now joined by
the infantry advance guard, the rebel army halted at Norton St Phillips (then Phillips
Norton). Again beset by doubt and concerned about the wisdom of taking his army
across the open Salisbury Plain where he would be vulnerable to royal cavalry he
decided to retreat. Frome was the objective. Leaving a rear guard at a barricade in
Norton St Phillips he moved off. The Royal Army, somewhat overconfidently, sent an
advance party of Horse Grenadiers under Monmouth's half brother, the Earl of
Grafton, to pursue the retreating rebels. Reaching the barricade they were metwith a
devastating volley of fire. A number were killed and they found it difficult to extract
themselves due to the narrowness of the road in which they were confined. The
rebels, again showing the initiative of junior officers and the tactical decisiveness
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Monmouth was capable of, retraced their steps and began to flank the royal troops in
the lane. Aferocious fight took place in the hedges and fields on either side of the lane

with the Royal Army
commander, Lord Feversham,
desperately trying to support his
men and extract them from the
lane. Eventually the Royal army
fell back and an ineffective
bombardment by the guns of
both sides took place. It was
raining and both armies
withdrew, Monmouth to Frome
and the Royal Army to Bradford
onAvon.

Despite a tactical victory the
rebel army was in retreat. A few
days later Feversham united his
army at Warminster and moved
in pursuit.

On the 3rd July 1685 Monmouth
reached Bridgwater. Despite
clearly being on the defensive
morale remained high. With
Feversham close behind him
what was Monmouth to do? He
could retreat but that would
achieve nothing, nor would
defending Bridgwater against a
superior army with a good
artillery train. One option was to
strike north for Bristol but
another was to fight. Frankly he
probably felt now was as good a
time to fight as any. He realised
that he could never defeat the
Royal Army in open battle but,
with them now camped a few
miles away at Westonzoyland, a
surprise night attack might
work. This would enable him to
use his numerical advantage
and get amongst them in
darkness, cause confusion and
minimise their discipline and
manoeuvrability advantage.

A Royal Officer




THE CAMPAIGN OF 1685
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THE BATTLE

The Ground

The area the battle was to be fought on was called Sedgemoor a flat largely
featureless moor heavily bisected with drainage ditches presenting significant
obstacles to movement. Serious movement would have to be by road as there
were few tracks. Settlements were on raised ground and to the north ran the line
of the Polden Hills.

The Royal Army

Feversham had deployed his artillery to cover the most likely line of advance; the
main road. His infantry he placed behind a drainage ditch with an open area
between the ditch and their tents on which they could form up on. While not a
significant obstacle it would hinder any body of men trying to cross it. Just to the
north and south of the infantry line the ditch was crossed by a 'Plungeon’, a ford.
The bulk of his cavalry and dragoons he quartered in Westonzoyland.

Feversham anticipated a rebel move on Bristol and posted cavalry under an
officer called Oglethorpe to cover this possibility. To prevent a surprise attack on
his right flank he posted a patrol to cover the village of Chedzoy. In the centre,
forward of his infantry, he put pickets particularly in a sheepfold by the main road
to Bridgwater. His left flank was covered by cavalry and dragoons while the
Wiltshire militia were placed in reserve, close but not too close to get in the way, at
Middlezoy: this was a very competent deployment.

The Rebel Army

Monmouth's plan was to launch a night attack using a local guide who knew the
ground well. The direct route, along the main road, was too obvious. He could not
go north of the 'Black Ditch' as it was too much of an obstacle and to go south
through Burrow Bridge was too far. The option he chose was to move out late at
night and leave his reserve ammunition and one defective gun at Peasey Farm.
He would then move south, cross the Langmore Rhine, and with his cavalry in the
lead send them to cross the Upper Plungeon (on the right flank of the Royal
Army). They would charge into Westonzoyland causing as much confusion as
they could in the rear area of the Royal army. While this was going on the infantry
would form up, cross the ditch and fall on a confused and surprised Royal Army,
not in battle order but falling out of their beds and, hopefully, the worse for wear
from cider.
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THE ATTACK

On the night of 5 July 1685 the Rebel Army formed up in Bridgwater. They were told to
march in complete silence and anyone who made a sound was to be killed. They
reached Peasy Farm without mishap and left their gun (3 other guns went with the
army) and reserve ammunition. Miraculously they avoided the patrols at Chedzoy
and reached Langmore Rhine. Here things went wrong as they missed the crossing
and some noise and confusion occurred. A royalist trooper spotted them and fired a
pistol to raise the alarm. An officer then sent a soldier to warn the main camp.

With surprise lost Monmouth urged the horse forward to get over the Plungeon and
get in amongst the Royal troops in Westonzoyland. They went forward, found the
ditch, but failed to find the crossing so they split, one group turning left the other right.
The main body turning right were challenged and fired on by royal troops who had
now formed up. This was too much for the raw troopers and they broke and fled into
the on coming rebel infantry. Amazingly the rebel infantry re-formed and kept moving.

The rebel cavalry who turned left found the Plungeon which they should have
crossed but found also it was held by formed cavalry. A ferocious cavalry battle took
place with great courage being shown by both sides; inevitably the experience and
training of the Kings Army told and the Plungion was held.

Meanwhile the rebel infantry, shaken but still determined, advanced on the ditch.
Rebel commanders fully appreciated the need to get their inexperienced men over it
and into the royal camp - what they did not want was a fire fight with the Royal Army
which they would certainly loose.

The Royal Army, warned by the cavalry, was now fully alert and fired on the rebels as
they came out of the darkness. The rebels returned fire, against orders, and
proceeded to exchange fire with the royal troops. Rebel commanders desperately
tried to get their men to cross the ditch and close with the enemy but to no avail.

All was not however well in the royal Army. Dumbarton's Regiment, on the right flank,
was taking heavy casualties from musketry and the three rebel guns which were well
served.

Churchill, Feversham had retired for the night, supported the Scots in Dumbarton's
Regiment with dragoons and moved the two regiments on the left flank, which were
unengaged, (Kirke's and Trelawney’s) behind the army to extend the right flank.

For several hours a furious exchange of fire took place across the ditch, the Rebels
unwilling or unable to cross, the Royal Army ordered not to.

As dawn broke Feversham, back with the army, ordered his infantry to cross the ditch
and his cavalry to cross the plungions on the flank. Desperately low on ammunition,
the reserve being at Peasy Farm, and clearly facing defeat the Rebel army started to
fall back and then run. As the retreat turned into a rout no quarter was given to any
rebel found.
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Monmouths Attack at approximately 1.30 am

Key - The Rebels Key - The Royal Army

1. The Red Regiment B. Dunbartons regiment

2 The Yellow Regiment 7. First Foot Guards

3. The Blue Regiment 8. Second (or Coldstream) Guards

4.  The Green Regiment 9.  Queen Dowagers Foot (or Kirkes)

5. The White Regiment 10. Queen Consorts Foot (or Trelawneys)
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Fevershams counter attack at approximately 3.30 to 5.00 am

Key - The Royal Army

Dunbartons regiment

First Foot Guards

Second (or Coldstream) Guards
Queen Dowagers Foot (or Kirkes)

0. Queen Consorts Foot (or Trelawneys)
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THE BATTLEFIELD TODAY
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THE AFTERMATH

The bloodletting did not end with the battle; in fact it was just the start.

Royal troops killed hundreds of rebels in the rout pursuing them as far as Bridgwater
and beyond.

Monmouth escaped the battle only to be captured in a pea field near Ringwood in
Hampshire. Taken to London he was executed. It took five hacks to get his head off
and half way through the executioner 'downed tools' and had to be 'encouraged’ to
continue.

As normal the wrath fell on the rank and file. Hundreds of rebels were captured and
held in makeshift prisons with no medical treatment and minimal food. Their fate was
to be determined by The Lord Chief Justice of England, Judge Jeffreys. Rebels were
tried in batches and of the estimated 2,500 held some 400 were executed the
remainder transported to the plantations of the West Indies. Very few were found not

guilty.

Feelings still run high in the region today and no regiment in todays army displays the
battle honour of Sedgemoor

The threat of the rebellion enabled James Il to expand his army dramatically. What
he wanted was a politically loyal army to enforce his will on the country. The crushing
of the rebellion however made him over confident pushing forward his
'Catholicisation’ policy and angering parliament and the gentry. In 1688, with the
encouragement of the establishment, James was overthrown and William 11T and
Mary (the daughter of James 11 ) became king and queen.




WHO WERE THE REBELS ?

The normal impression given is that the rebels were composed of a bunch of landless
peasants armed with little more than a pitchfork and courage.

Nothing could be further from the truth.

The evidence shows that the majority of men who supported the rebellion were
motivated by a desire to remove the Catholic and autocratic King James Il from the
throne and restore the 'rights of Protestant Englishmen’.

A very high percentage of those who supported Monmouth were non-conformists
who had suffered persecution under the Anglican Charles 11 - a Cathalicking tothem
in the form of James the II was little better than the devil: he had to go.

Non conformity was strong in the clothing industry which was a significant employer
in the area. The route Monmouth took was through the clothing towns so it is not very
surprising that a very high percentage of Monmouth's supporters were from towns
and villages involved in the cloth trade. Many were relatively well off and, by the
standards of the day, well educated.

Far from being a rural lower classes movement this was a rebellion of highly
motivated urbane middle classes acting on a desire to restore their political and
religious liberties.

Despite the setbacks and facing the real potential of defeat, with ample opportunity to
desert, these men showed outstanding courage and dedication throughout the
campaign. There was not one man at Sedgemoor who did not know why he was
there and what the conseqguences of failure were.

The courage, motivation and dedication of these men is one of the outstanding
legacies of this chapter of history. Many questions remain unanswered.




THE ROYAL ARMY

In 1685 The English army (the English, Scots and Irish armies were on separate
establishments) was less than 9,000 strong in total strength with the Scots at about
2,000 and the Irish at about 4,000. When you think that France had armies of
100,000 this was extremely small.

The Order of Battle is at the end of this document but note that formations were not
complete and mostwere represented by about halftheir companies.

Armies of this time consisted of infantry, cavalry, dragoons and artillery. This period
was one of great change and innovation and this is reflected in the type of troops,
theirequipment and tactics.

Infantry

An infantry regiment at full strength was about 1,000 strong organised into ten
companies. About four out of five men were musketeers equipped with a
cumbersome matchlock musket fired by a slow burning piece of cord. Increasingly
this was being replaced with the flintlock which was more efficient and increased the
effectiveness of the troops equipped with it. The pike was issued to the remaining
men and it was used as a shock weapon and particularly as a defence against
cavalry. A bayonet, which was stuck in the muzzle of the musket, was slowly being
introduced and replacing the pike; few troops at Sedgemoor were equipped with
bayonets. A new type of soldier, the grenadier, formed a company of about one
hundred men in each regiment. They were equipped with grenades, hollow iron
shells filled with gunpowder and ignited by a slow fuse, which they threw at the
enemy. All troops carried a sword.

An infantry regiment formed up in about six ranks. The pikes were in the centre,
musketeers in two blocks on the flanks and grenadiers on the right flank or split to
both flanks.

There were various ways of giving fire. Normally the front rank fired and marched to
the rear to re-load, followed by the second and so on. Alternatively the rear rank could
advance, fire and then reload. Great innovations in firing and tactics were being
developed at this time and in the early years of the next century British infantry
proved their superiority across Europe.

Cavalry

This was made up of troops of about fifty men and formed into regiments of about five
to six hundred. Cavalry were similarly equipped with a heavy sword, two pistols and a
carbine. Cavalry tactics were in a state of transition and seemed to vary according to
the taste of the colonel. Some charged home at the sword while others used the
carbine or pistols to fire into the enemy to disorganise them and then charge home.
Reflecting the fashion of the time some cavalry, noticeably the Royal Regiment of
Horse Guards, had Horse Grenadiers although their uniform reflected the foot
grenadier they largely fought as any cavalry soldier.




THE ROYAL ARMY

Dragoons

These were mounted infantry.
The idea being they rode into
battle and then dismounted and
fought on foot in close ranks as
the infantry. They were equipped
with a flintlock musket, sword
and, as they had no pikes, were
some of the first troops to receive
a bayonet

The artillery

The artillery came under the
Board of Ordnance and had
separate chain of command.
Officers put together an artillery
'package’ according to the
requirements of the campaign.
The gunners, who organised,
placed and supervised the guns,
were experienced professionals.
They were supported on an ad-
hoc basis by men who loaded
and fired the guns. The horses
and drivers were hired by civilian
contract for the duration of the
campaign. At Sedgemocor they
ran away at the first shot leaving
most of the guns out of action -
there are lessons for today in
this.

Deployment

Armies normally formed in two
lines with the infantry in the
centre, cavalry on the flank and
artillery in a commanding
position or forward of the first
line. As previously stated this
was a period of change as
commanders quickly adapted to
the characteristics of new
weapons and military thinking.
This period should not be
thought of as one of little
innovation.

Musketeer
The Queen Consorts Regiment




ORDER OF BATTLE

The Royal Army of James 11
ORDER OF BATTLE - NIGHT 5/6 JULY 1685

Lt Gen Louis Duras, Earl of Feversham
(Commander-in-Chief)

Maj Gen John, Lord Churchill
(Second-in-Command)

The Royal Horse

The Royal Regiment of Horse Guards (The Life Guards) Col Edward Villiers

The Royal Regiment of Horse (The Royal Horse Guards) Col Lord Oglethorp

King's Own Royal Dragoons (The Royal Dragoons) Col John, Lord Churchill

The Royal Foot

1st Regiment of Foot Guards - Two battalions (Grenadier Guards) Col the Duke of Grafton
2nd Regiment of Foot Guards (Coldstream Guards) Col Sackville

The Royal Regiment of Foot-Dumbarton's Regiment of Foot - (The Royal Scots)

The Queen Dowager's Regiment of Foot - Kirk's Regiment of Foot (Princess of Wales Royal
Regiment) Col Percy Kirk

The Queen Consort's Regiment of Foot - Trelawny's Regiment of Foot (The Kings Own
RoyalRegiment) Lt Col Charles Churchill

The Royal Train
The Tower Train

The Portsmouth Bye-Train
Controller - Henry Sheres

Total

750 Horse and Dragoons

1,900 Foot

26 Cannon and 200 Board of Ordnance personnel
The Wiltshire Militia

Three Regiments total about 2,500 men




THE REBEL ARMY

The rebel army was led by men of some military experience. Monmouth had an
outstanding career as a soldier in Europe and his Colonels, and key regimental
officers, were experienced if not professional.

Infantry

Where possible the infantry
were organised as the regular
army that is with pikes and
other pole arms in the middle
and muskets on the flanks.
Monmouth was desperately
short of weapons and
improvised a great deal so itis
highly likely that muskets were
in the minority.

Cavalry

This was his weak arm. It
takes a long time to train a
cavalryman and, often
forgotten the horse, in
complex cavalry manoeuvres
and not to shy away from
noise and sudden movement.
Monmouth was desperately
aware of this deficiency and
brought with him armour in the
form of breastplates and
helmets as well as pistols and
carbines to improve their
fighting ability.

M

Rebel Musketeer




ORDER OF BATTLE

The Rebel Army
ORDER OF BATTLE - NIGHT 5/6 JULY 1685

Capt Gen James Scott, Duke of Monmouth
(Commander-in-Chief)

Lord Grey of Warke
(Second-in-Command)

The Rebel Horse
Life Guard of Horse (40 men est)
Five Troops (2 detached to Minehead)

Commander, Lord Grey of Warke
Capts Jones and Hucker

The Rebel Foot

The Red Regiment - Maj (A Col) Nathaniel Wade - est 800

The White Regiment - Col John F Foulkes (or Fowke) - est 400
The Yellow Regiment - Col Edward Matthews - est 500

The Green Regiment - Col Abraham Holmes - est 600

The Blue Regiment - Col Richard Bovett (or Buffet) - est 600

The Lyme Independent Company - est 80
The Rebel Train

4 small cannon (one defective)

Anton Buyse and 'the Dutch Gunner'

Estimated Strength

600 Horse
2 980 Foot
30 Gunners




CONCLUSIONS

Leadership

The king showed decisive and clear leadership throughout the campaign. The
commander of the army in the field was Lord Feversham a French Protestant who
had fled his own country due to religious persecution. His deputy was Lord John
Churchill, the future duke of Marlborough. While Churchill's leadership was beyond
question some writers have criticised Feversham's lack of judgement at times.
Overall the Royal Army was handled in an aggressive and sound manner.

At regimental level officers, NCO's and men were very experienced and knew their
business. The troops in the Royal Army were well organised, disciplined and trained:
This made up fortheir lack on numbers.

Although Monmouth showed decisive leadership at times, particularly during a
crisis, the rebels overall leadership was indecisive and muddled. At critical decision
making times the actions were wrong or fudged. This was largely due to the mixed
nature of the commanders who had different aims (royalist v republican), varying
levels of military experience and the enormous problems of creating an army from
nothing. The whole enterprise was a gamble and the only chance of success was to
take calculated risks: this aggressiveness at the strategic level was lacking in the
rebel army

Many junior officers had military experience and trained their men as well as they
could given the time and resources. It is one of the real achievements of the rebels
thatthey fought sowell.




CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

Dates are Old Style - to convert to New Style add ten days

6 Feb 1685 Death of King Charles 11.
2 May Earl of Argyle sails for Scotland.
1 June (Thu) Monmouth sails for the West Country.
11 June Monmouth lands at Lyme Regis.
13 June News of the landing reaches London.
14 June Clash at Bridport. : ;
Lord Churchill appointed to command the advance party of Royalist forces which
maove west.
15 June Rebels reach Axminster.
16 June Rebels reach Chard.
17 June Rebels reach lliminster. Devon and Somerset militia reach Wellington.
18 June (Thu) Rebels enter Taunton. )
Defeat of Argyle in Scotland. Churchill reaches Chard.
19 June Clash as Ashill.
James 11 appoints Lord Feversham as overall commander.
20 June Monmouth proclaimed King at Taunton.
21 June Rebels reach Bridgwater. Col Kirk reaches Chard with his infaniry.
22 June Rebels reach Glastonbury. Clash at Langport.
23 June Rebels reach Shepton Mallet. Feversham reaches Bristol.
24 June Rebels reach Pensford - harassed by Royal Cavalry.

Feversham visits Bath.

25 June (Thu) Clash at Keynsham - Rebels hold council of war,
Rebels march to Bath.

26 June Rebels march to Norton St Phillips (Phillips Norton).
Churchill and Feversham meet at Bath.
27 June Clash at Norton St Phillips - rebels set off for Frome.
Royalists move to Bradford on Avon.
28 June Rebels reach Frome.
29 June Rebels prepare to march to Warminster - Monmouth hears of Argyle's defeat.
Royal army unites at Westbury.
30 June Monmouth abandons plans to march on London and moves to Shepton Mallett.
1 July Rebels reach Wells.
Royal army reaches Frome,
2 July Rebels march towards Bridgwater.
(Thurs) Royal arrmny reaches Shepton Mallett
3 July Rebels enter Bridgwater.
Royal army reaches Somerton via Glastonbury.
4 July Monmouth considers move to Bristol,
5 July Royal army camps at Westonzoyland.
Monmouth plans a night attack.
6 July Battle of Sedgemoor.
7 July Monmouth reaches Cranborne Chase.
8 July Monmaouth Captured.

15 July Monmouth exculed.




